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iork  was  begun  on  this  project  ®n  October  1*  1947,  end  continued  until 
August  31,  1952,  the  closing  date  of  the  ooirtrect  > The  first  year  of  the  « de- 
tract was  spent  In  investigation*  A.ti  topic, Methods  of  Identification  of 
9t.  — for  Military  Service" • The  primary  problea  vu  the  identic 
floation  of  malingering  on  personality  tests*  One  study  (1)  indicated  that  the 
psyohogolvanic  response  vaa  of  little  value  in  the  assessment  of  malingering  on 
personality  test  items*  Another  study  (2)  was  concerned  with  the  development 
of  a fey  for  the  Minnesota  Multiphanic  Personalty  Inventory*  This  key  was  deal- 
gned  after  both  positive  and  negative  aaliagering  had  been  experimentally  produ- 
ced and  stvered  successfully  to  identify  most  of  the  experimentally  malingered 
UMPl  records*  Ths  key  has  been  used  with  some  success  by  other  investigators  and  ■ 
Is  a t&nfd-bls  product  of  possible  value  in  Naval  Sol  art  ion* 


The  second  part  and  aajor  part  of  the  ©entrant  period  has  been  devoted  to 
theoretical  and  general  problems  in  relation  to  verbal  behavior  (4)o  Studies 
have  been  mad,  of  certain  aspects  of  verbal  behavior  itself  and  of  its  relation* 
chip  to  certain  other  psychological  processes* 

1°  &rbal  j>afeayl9r  gd  RflBSBiflS* 


Ten  experimental  • tudlos  were  aade  of  the  effects  of  experimentally  » 
increased  associative  strength  on  solutions  to  reasoning  problems  (Haler' s 
two-string  and  hat-rack  problems)*  Three  of  the  four  studies  (ft, 12)  produces 
positive  results*  Three  studies  (8,10)  were  concerned  with  the  offset  of 
•ii  at> suciatl one  on  problea  solutions,  and  two  of  than  produced  significant 
evidence  that  old  associations  influences  problea  solution.  Two  ether  studies 
indicated  tb-t  the  order  of  words  in  ihidi  a problea  was  statsd  has  a 

infi^er.oe  .•*:  t> ■«  Kind  of  solution  appearing  most  frsquently » Ode  • 
to  detemlns  whether  ord  cnier  would  have  1 
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2 .\¥PldMl«=.y . .Pi 

An  exploratory  a tu > t y esc  inane  of  the  Dollard  and  Miller  hypothesis 
not  if  h tupping  thinking  of  sous thing  reduce*  anxiety  then  ■ topping 
thinking  of  that  topic  will  be  lr-arnad..  The  study  (18) (equivocal 
reeulte  yielded* 

3“  Ki£M  MSJdlflCJKt  Jtoltoiglt" 

A theory  of  attitudes  predicated  on  the  verbal  reeponee  aa  a 
medlatin  agency  In  attitudlnal  behavior  wae  partially  developed » In 
accordance  with  thle  theory,  a word  association  teohnlque  for  the 
measurement  of  att&tudea  wa*  established,.  It  was  auooaeafully  used 
In  tho  measurement  of  certain  All port -Vernon  values  (9)  and  of 
radical lise-ooaeervatisa  (IT).  An  attempt  to  measure  authoritarianism- 
equlalltarianlsn  failed,  probably  because  the  orltorion  seals  (the 
California  r-aeale)  ia  unsatisfactory  (17) , An  unreported  attempt  wae 
made  to  meaaura  experimentally  induced  n«ad~achlevanent  with  this 
technique,  bat  the  results  were  inoonrlusiver, 

in  aceoruanee  with  tho  theory  et  attitudlnal . behavior  a study  (10.) 

•as  eondueetod  which  showed  the  influonre  of  attitude*  an  learning.. 
Attempts  to  show  offsets  of  attitude  on  Incidental  learning  and  psreoption 
(11)  produced  equivocal  results*  probably  because  of  methodological 
dofieianoioso  Aaothor  study  (It)  was  performed  to  study  the  influent# 
of  verbal  hnbuta  on  personality  trait  rating*. > The  study  shewed  that 
verbal  habits,  operating  alone,  could  influence  poraonality  ratings* 

The  word  aseoslatioa  technique  mentioned  above,  of fore  eons  proalsc  as 
a simple,  reliable  end  value  and  valid  nans  of  assessing  attitudes 

Several  investigations  were  mads  of  certain  aspects  of  verbal 
behavior,  especially  the  free  association  process*  One  study  showed 
that  the  associative  output  to  stimulus  words  was  related  to  tho 
froqusney  with  which  the  stimulus  words  are  used  in  the  English 
language  (IS)*  Another  etudy  (21)  showed  Unit  associative  output 
was  greater  for  attitude- related  wordu*  than  for  stimulus  verde 
unrelated  to  attitudes  a third  study  (15)  showed  suggestive  evidence 
that  habit  strength  is  sc  important  variable  in  determining  the 
racollabillty  of  words  and  the  order  in  which  words  arc  recalled  in 
a simulated  free  association  situation*  One  more  investigation  (20) 
ear, gestfid  that  tho  re  or  11  of  verbal  material  was  enhanced  by  spaced 
recall  trials* 

h lout  etudy  .'ll)  in  this  area  showed  that  expected  chan  gee  in 
•tuautintlv*  reaction  tiawc,  predicted  from  a theory  of  the  proses*  and 
ii'itlon  of  verbal  behavlur,  did  not  oeeur.- 


> ' ■* 

Those  studies  all  have  relevance  to  the  developing  interest  L. 
verbal  behavior,  currently  associated  with  c osaunieation  or  information 
thearyo  They  offer  some  sufficient  support  far  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
sone  evidence  negative  for  current  theorising  in  this  are&o 

One  other  etudy  in  the  area  of  verbal  behavior  examined  the  utility 
of  the  distress-relief  quotient  ae  a weans  of  evaluating  therapentle 
progreee  (3).  Positive  results  were  obtainedo 

Twenty “5 is  studies  have  beta  s unmerited  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs 
and  in  the  SI  technical  reports  produced  in  this  project  (see  appended 
liet)o  Despite  the  large  nuober  of  studies  carried  out  it  eon  be  Mid 
in  conclusion,  that  several  tines  this  number  of  Investigations  aust  be 
performed  before  fins  answers  to  any  of  the  problem  studied  can  be 
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